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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 
isting of Claims: 



1. (Currently Amended) An information communication apparatus comprising: 

a) input means for inputting data; 

b) enciphering means for enciphering the transmission of information: and data; 

c) selection mgans fpr selepting whgthpr or not tQ ysg s^id enpiphgring mgans; and 
d^ cipher process selection means for selecting whether or not to use said 

onciphcring means at the communication of information transmission means for transmitting said 
enciphered data in case of being selected to use by said selection means, and for transmitting said 
input data in case of being selected not to use . 



2. (Currently Amended) An information communication apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said cipher process selection means includesv designation means for designating 
whether or not to execute enciphering on said transmission information; and means for selecting 
instructing encryption and selects whether or not to use said enciphering means according to the 
designation from an information transmitting person . 



3. (Currently Amended) An information communication apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said cipher process selection means includes medium discrimination means for 
discriminating the communication medium connecting the apparatus of the informati eft -data 
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transmitting side and the apparatus of the data information receiving side, and selects whether or 
not to use said enciphering means according to the connecting communication medium. 

4. (Currently Amended) An information communication apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said cipher process selection means includes cipher permission discrimination 
means for discriminating whether the deciphering is possible at the apparatus of the information 
data receiving side, and selects whether or not to use said enciphering means according to the 
result of said discrimination. 

5. (Currently Amended) An information communication apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said cipher process selection means includes secrecy level discrimination 
means for discriminating the level of secrecy of said transmission information data , and selects 
whether or not to use said enciphering means according to the result of said discrimination. 

y/^ 6. (Currently Amended) An information communication apparatus comprising: 

a) reception means for receiving data: 

b) cipher discrimination means for discriminating whether the received information 
data is enciphered; and 

c) e f¥et=-process means for executing p rocessing a predetermined error process in 
ease -according to said cipher discrimination means identifies that said received information i s 
e nciphcrod results . 
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y/^' (Currently Amended) An information communication method comprising the 
steps of; 

al inputting data; 

b) __-fef^selecting whether or not to use a cipher process for the information to be 
transmitted, at the transmission thcrco f encipher the data; 

c) enciphering the data according to said selection step: and 

d) transmitting said enciphered data in case of being selected to use by said selection 
step, and transmitting said input data in case of being selected not to use . 

8. (Currently Amended) An information communication method according to claim 
7, wherein the -said selection step includes designation step of instructing encryption and selects 
whether or not to use the cipher process for said transmission information is made according to a 
designation from the information transmitting person said enciphering step according to the 
designation . 

9. (Currently Amended) An information communication method according to claim 
7, wherein the -said selection step includes medium discrimination step of discriminating the 
communication medium connecting the apparatus of the data transmitting side and the apparatus 
of the data receiving side, and selects whether or not to use the cipher process for said 
transmission information is made said enciphering step according to a-the communication 
medium used among different communication media enabling communication between the 
apparatus of the information transmitting side and the apparatus of the information receiving 
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10. (Currently Amended) An information communication method according to claim 
7, wherein the -said selection whothor or not to use the step includes cipher process for said 
transmission information is made Qccording to the result of g permission discrimination step of 
discriminating whether the deciphering is possible at the apparatus of the informatio ft- data 
receiving side , and selects whether or not to use said enciphering step according to the result of 
said discrimination. 



11. (Currently Amended) An information communication method according to claim 
7, wherein the -said selection step includes secrecy level discrimination step of discriminating the 
level of secrecy of said data, and selects whether or not to use the cipher process for said 
transmission information is made according to the level of secrecy of said transmission 
information said enciphering step according to the result of said discrimination . 



12. (Currently Amended) An information communication method comprising the 



steps of: 

a) receiving data; 

eb) discriminating whether the received information data is enciphered; and 
be) executing processing a predetermined error process in case said received 
information is disoriminatod to bo onciphcred according to said discrimination results . 
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' ^^^^f^ (Previously Presented) A computer readable memory medium storing a program 
for functioning a computer as means described in claim 7. 

H 

(Currently Amended) A communication apparatus comprising: 

e) cnGiphcring means for enciphering information; 

b) means for discriminating whether an intermediate transfer device is present in a 

transmission channel; and 

e) control means for causing said cneiphcring means to encipher the information in 

case said discrimination moans discriminates that the intermediate transfer device is present. 

a) input m^ans for inputting d^ta; 

b) enciphering means for enciphering the data: 

c) discrimination means for discriminating whether an intermediate transfer device 
is present in a transmission path to a data destination apparatus: and 

d) transmission means for transmitting said enciphered data in case said 
discrimination means discriminates that an inter mediate transfer is present, and for transmitting 
said input data in case said discrimination means discriminates that an intermediate transfer is 
not present. 

'S 4 

21: (Original) A communication apparatus according to claim 2T, wherein said 
intermediate transfer device is a server. 

23. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus according to claim^2T", 
wherein said discrimination means is adapted to discriminate whether said intermediate transfer 
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device is present, discriminates based on the destination address of the information said 
destination apparatus . 



24-33. (Cancelled) . 



(New) An information communication apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said selection means includes a plurality of discrimination means, and selects whether or not to 
use said enciphering means, in accordance with said plurality of discrimination means. 
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